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 DATA SETS USED IN THE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 

 
  
 The table below details the key data sources used in the district landscape character assessment.   
  
 (*) denotes a mapped data set that was available in a digital format that could be interrogated in GIS. 
  
 A number of existing landscape character assessments and core documentation were also used in 

the assessment process.  A full list of written sources is provided in the bibliography. 
  

Topic Data Set Data Source 
 

Baseline Mapping *Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 digital 
mapping (raster data) 
 

OS/ Gloucestershire County Council 

Geology *British Geological Survey data 
(1:50,000) 
 

British Geological Survey/ 
Gloucestershire County Council 

Landform *OS DTM Landform Panorama data  
 

OS/ Gloucestershire County Council 

Vegetation/ Land Cover *Land Cover Map 2000 
 

CEH/ Gloucestershire County Council 
 

Woodlands *National Woodland Inventory Forestry Commission/ Gloucestershire 
County Council 
 

Nature Conservation *Natural Areas 
 

English Nature/ Countryside Agency 

 *National Nature Reserves/ SSSI 
 

English Nature 

Landscape Character *Countryside Character Areas 
 

Countryside Agency 

 *National Landscape Typology 
 

Countryside Agency 

Political Boundaries *County Boundary 
*District Boundaries 
 

Gloucestershire County Council 

Landscape Designations 
 

*AONB 
 

Countryside Agency 

Time Depth Historic Landscape Character 
Assessment (Paper plot at 1:50,000) 
 

Gloucestershire County Council 

Settlement Patterns *Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 Mapping 
 

OS/ Gloucestershire County Council 

 Rural Settlement Atlas (Publication) 
 

English Heritage 
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FOREST OF DEAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
 
 
1 The current Forest of Dean Archaeological Survey 
 
The Archaeology Service of Gloucestershire County Council is currently undertaking a major archaeological 
survey of the Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire. The project is funded by English Heritage, the Countryside 
Agency, the Forestry Commission and the County Council, and employs a team of three full-time 
archaeologists. The project is designed as a four-stage process, of which only stages 1 and 2 are currently 
funded. Full details of the survey programme are set out in the project design (Hoyle 2001) held by all 
funding partners and the four stages are therefore only briefly summarised below: 
 
Stage 1  
This stage is entirely desk-based and consists of the systematic collection of data from a range of published 
and unpublished text and map sources to bring together archaeological information on the Forest of Dean 
into a single body of data. 
 
Stage 2  
This stage is a pilot field survey which will test a number of archaeological techniques, including field survey, 
excavation and geophysical survey, to determine the most suitable methods to be applied in Stage 3.  
 
Stage 3 
At this stage the project team will look more closely at a number of archaeological questions in the Forest of 
Dean and undertake extensive prospecting field survey. The scope of this will be determined following 
analysis of the data collected earlier in the project. It is likely that this will involve investigating why some 
types of site, such as earlier settlements, are under-represented. Particular attention will be paid to 
identifying and quantifying archaeology in areas currently under woodland, and examining the problems of 
searching for archaeology in those areas. 
 
Stage 4  
 
This will consist of a report synthesising the results of Stages 1-3. This is currently envisaged as:-   
• Discussion of the results of the project with reference to the archaeological themes which it explored. 
• Brief management recommendations for land within the survey area. 
• Recommendations to take the results of the project forward at a community level to promote awareness 

of the archaeological resource in the Forest of Dean or for community based management or research 
projects. 

 
In addition to the above stages of work a National Mapping Programme project covering the Forest of Dean 
is being undertaken in conjunction with the survey. 
 
The project commenced in January 2002 and work on Stage 1 is currently in progress. 
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FOREST OF DEAN SUMMARY OF NATURE CONSERVATION INTEREST 
 
 
 * Denotes a significant presence in the landscape type 
 

1 WOODED VALLEYS - the Wye Valley 

 
BAP HABITATS   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh * In lower stretches of the River Wye (SSSI & cSAC) at junction with 

Severn Estuary SSSI, pSAC, Ramsar and SPA 

Rivers and Streams * R Wye SSSI & cSAC one of cleanest and most unaltered of lowland 
rivers in England.  Tributaries in from Dean Plateau.  KWS = Mork Brook
and tributaries 
 

Standing Open Water   

Wet Grasslands   

Species rich grasslands * Small unimproved and semi-imp on steeper slopes - mosaics with scrub 
and as ecotones at woodland edges - some in orchards.  KWS = 
Caudwell Bog 

Farmland * River flood plain 

Ancient Hedgerows * As part of the mosaic of woodland and open habitats on steep slopes 

Woodland * Internationally important ASNW on steep slopes (several SSSI and one 
cSAC) - the most important area within the FOD for near natural 
woodland 

Wood pasture park & Veteran trees * Veterans in ASNW (Cadora woods) and The Hudnalls SSSI as well as 
in ancient hedgerows - Oak, ash, lime, beech and elm of note 

Lowland Heathland   
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards * Some derelict orchards in area 1b 
Industrial spoil habitats   
   

BAP SPECIES   

   

G.C.Newt   

Farmland Birds   

Migratory fish * R Wye SSSI & cSAC - shad, lampreys, salmon & eels 
   
Otter * R Wye SSSI & cSAC - recovering population.  KWS Mork Brook 

Wintering wildfowl   
Breeding waders   
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Brown Hare   

Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) * Range of rare species associated with woodland habitats especially 
where coppice history and where limestone cliffs support grassland 
refuges and number of rare Sorbus hybrids 

   
Dormouse * Throughout woodland and hedgerow habitats 
   
Bats * Zone includes many important roosts (including lesser horseshoe 

breeding and hibernation roosts designated SSSI and cSAC). Woodland 
rides and edge and adjacent mosaic habitats provide essential feeding 
areas 

   
Invertebrates * Range of rare and notable species -  reflect diversity of habitats 

(including mosaics and wetland component) and history of management 
(low inputs and coppicing on steep slopes, retention of riparian zones) 

Nightjar   

Woodland birds * Range associated with ASNW. Also Annex 1 birds  - Peregrine, Raven 
and Goshawk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



3 
1586LO/IH/SG/Forest of Dean District Landscape Character Assessment/November 2002 
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LIMESTONE HILLS 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh  
Rivers and Streams   
Standing Open Water   
Wet Grasslands   
Species rich grasslands 
 
 

* 
 
 

Unimproved and semi-improved grasslands intermixed with more 
intensive farmland and in mosaic at woodland edges - some with 
calcareous influences 

   
Farmland * Pastures with livestock on hilly ground 
   
Ancient Hedgerows * Throughout 
   
Woodland 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 
 

Combination of ASNW and replanted ASNW with calcareous 
influence in ground flora.  Linked in character to parts of area 5.  
SSSI - Dingle Wood, KWS -  Blakes Wood.  Woodland supports 
"scowles" - ASNW flora and access to underground systems with 
bats 

   
Wood pasture park & Veteran trees ? parts of woodland with history of grazing, some veterans 
Lowland Heathland   
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards * Some in area 2e 
Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish   
Otter   
Wintering wildfowl   
Breeding waders   
Brown Hare   
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) 
 

* 
 

Range of notable species associated with woodland habitats and 
open space within woods 

   
Dormouse 
 

* 
 

Throughout the woodland landscape and probably in hedgerow 
network 

   
Bats 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

Area include important underground mine complexes particularly for 
greater and lesser horseshoe bats.  Entrances to these areas or 
surface mine workings - "scowles". 

Invertebrates 
 

* 
 

Range of notable species associated with woodland habitats and 
open space within woods 

Nightjar   
Woodland birds 
 
 

* 
 
 

Range of species typical of range of native and planted woodland 
types and including Annex 1 Birds Directive species 
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LIMESTONE PLATEAU 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh   
Rivers and Streams   
Standing Open Water * KWS - Noxon pond (degraded) 
Wet Grasslands   
Species rich grasslands 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Particularly in area 3b where an important concentration of small, 
unimproved and semi-improved grassland have been retained on 
small holdings managing with traditional non-intensive methods.  
Also important acid grassland habitats at Tidenham Chase (Poors 
Allotment SSSI).  Together with Area 5 the most important location 
for species rich grasslands within the FOD - mostly neutral 

Farmland * Mixture of pasture and arable systems 
Ancient Hedgerows 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 
 

Retained in southern parts of Area 3a and a major landscape 
features of area 3b where a matrix of ancient field boundaries 
associated with the Hewlesfield Common area have been retained. 
(Possibly one of the most important hedgerow landscapes in FOD if 
not the County) 

Woodland 
 

? 
 replanted ASNW in south of 3a 

Wood pasture park & Veteran trees * Veteran tree - King Yew at East Wood 
Lowland Heathland 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

Heathland and acid grassland mosaic site at Poor allotment SSSI 
with area of restored heathland adjacent (FE) forming the most 
important heathland location in both the FOD and county 

Limestone Pavement 
 
 

* 
 
 

Small area of limestone pavement (probably indicative of a much 
larger area now covered by woodland) - unique feature in the FOD 

Old Orchards   
Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds * Suspected important area but little research done 
Migratory fish   
Otter   
Wintering wildfowl   
Breeding waders   
Brown Hare * Area 3a - northern part - important location for hare? 
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) 
 

* 
 

Some notable plants in semi-natural habitats throughout the area - 
Carex montana, tintern spurge 

Dormouse 
 

* 
 

Present in hedgerows and woodland throughout the area (including 
coniferous plantations) 

Bats   
Invertebrates   
Nightjar 
 * Re-established populations at Tidenham Chase in recent years 
Woodland birds   
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WOOD SCARP AND LOWER SCARP SLOPES 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh   
Rivers and Streams   
Standing Open Water   
Wet Grasslands   
Species rich grasslands 
 
 

* 
 
 

Unimproved and semi-improved grasslands on steep slopes  in 
mosaic with woodland and hedgerow habitats  KWS - Ridley Bottom 

Farmland   
Ancient Hedgerows * Throughout the area 
Woodland 
 

* 
 

ASNW and replanted AW particularly in area 4a.  KWS - Woolaston 
Lime Coppice 

Wood pasture park & Veteran trees 
 

* 
 Site at Lydney Park is probably the best parkland site in FOD 

Lowland Heathland   
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards   
Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds   

Migratory fish   
Otter * On tributaries of the River Severn 
Wintering wildfowl   
Breeding waders   
Brown Hare   
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species)   
Dormouse * Throughout area in hedgerows and woodland 
   
Bats 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

Important breeding roosts (in buildings) and underground mine sites 
(including SSSI and candidate SAC) for lesser and greater 
horseshoe bats  - connected to the extensive underground systems 
in area 5 

Invertebrates   
Nightjar   
Woodland birds   
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WOODED SYNCLINE AND STTLED FOREST MARGIN 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh   
Rivers and Streams 
 

* 
 

Many small streams throughout the area including Cannop Brook,  
Cinderford Brook and Soudley Brook 

   
Standing Open Water 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

Many open water sites throughout the area including important sites at 
Woorgreens, Cannop and Soudley (Soudley Ponds SSSI).  This area 
hold the most important locations for standing water habitats in the 
FOD 

   
Wet Grasslands 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

Some of the extensive open areas within the forest (often opened by 
clearfell) support damp acidic grasslands (Molinia dominated) which 
sometimes grade into wet heath and bog habitats 

   
Species rich grasslands 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Predominantly acid grasslands and complex ephemeral grasslands on 
old industrial sites (spoil heaps) - these areas contain many species 
(plant and animal) which are characteristic of the former semi-natural 
habitats prior to afforestation KWS - Cinderford Linear Park.  Together 
with Area 3 the most important area for species rich grasslands within 
the FOD  - acid grasslands 

Farmland   
Ancient Hedgerows   
Woodland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Main habitat - composed of small areas of true ASNW with large areas 
of broadleaved woodland retaining semi-natural character but being 
significantly modified and also extensive areas of replanted ASNW.  
All types found in mosaic and interconnected by belts of scrubby 
woodland and open space.  Alder habitats along streams.  Very 
diverse range of woodland habitats with important open space 
elements contributing significantly to overall level of biodiversity - the 
largest and most diverse area within the FOD 

   
Wood pasture park & Veteran trees 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 
 

Some parts of the forest have a long history of wood pasture 
management and retain many characteristics.  Includes Speech 
House Oaks SSSI - important for lichen communities.  In general over 
mature and veteran trees are few. 

   
Lowland Heathland 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 
 

Several significant areas of heathland (developing from clearfelled 
plantation woodland) showing characteristics of the former semi-
natural habitats prior to afforestation eg Crabtree Hill, Oakenhill.  
Some farmland birds (skylark, linnet, tree sparrow) use clearfell areas 

Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards   
Industrial spoil habitats 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 
 

Ancient (pre roman) to recent industrial history has resulted in 
extensive surface and underground mine systems (of importance for 
bats) and ephemeral wasteland, grassland and scrub habitats (with 
associated plant and invertebrate interests). KWS - Cinderford Linear 
Park 
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BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt * Cinderford Linear Park and Lightmoor KWS 
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish   
Otter * On streams and ponds within the area 
Wintering wildfowl   
Breeding waders   
Brown Hare   
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) * Range of species associated with diverse habitats 
Dormouse * Throughout woodland areas 
   
Bats 
 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 
 
 

Extensive underground mine systems provide internationally important 
hibernacula (5 SSSI & cSAC sites) and over 100 other significant 
locations.  Extensive woodland cover with mosaic of open habitats 
(grasslands, clear fells, rides and wetlands provide diverse feeding 
opportunities and connectivity across the area 

Invertebrates 
 

* 
 

Range of species associated with diverse habitats including open 
space, wetland , woodland and heathland species 

Nightjar 
 

* 
 

Re-established population on open space, heathland and clearfell 
sites 

Woodland birds 
 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 
 

A wide range of typical species including important western oakwoods 
bird populations (pied flycatcher, redstart, hawfinch and wood 
warblers) and a number of Annex 1 Birds Directive species (Goshawk, 
Peregrine, Raven).  Important bird research reserve at Nagshead 
SSSI/RSPB reserve 
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UNWOODED VALE 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh * Saline inundation grasslands on lower reaches of Wye in area 6a 
   
Rivers and Streams * Tributaries of the Severn including Ell Brook and River Leadon 
Standing Open Water   

Wet Grasslands 
 
 

* 
 
 

Floodplain and inundation grasslands of above river streams.  
Saline inundation grasslands on lower sections of the River Wye eg 
Pennsylvania Fields SSSI - large populations of nationally scarce 
plants - see below 

   

Species rich grasslands 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

Unimproved and semi-improved grasslands, mainly neutral or 
slightly acidic and in north supporting large populations of wild 
daffodil and green winged orchids.  Kempley Daffodil Meadow 
SSSI, Vell Mill meadow KWS, Oridge Street KWS and Merestones 
KWS. Also Ell Brook Meadows KWS alongside R Leadon. 

   
Farmland * Mixed pasture and arable farming throughout 
   
Ancient Hedgerows * Throughout areas but notable 6b and 6c, (Blaisdon & Westbury) 
   
Woodland * ASNW eg Ley Park Wood Coppice 
   
Wood pasture park & Veteran trees * Some sites retained - yet to be evaluated 
Lowland Heathland   
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards 
 
 

* 
 
 

Significant historic feature(much declined in recent decades) 
throughout areas - important associated dead wood invertebrate 
populations (Broadway Orchard, Elton and Westbury areas) 

Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt *? Probable area for this species - poor records 
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish   
Otter 
 

* 
 

Re-establishing populations on tributaries of Severn and on R 
Leadon & tributaries 

Wintering wildfowl   

Breeding waders * 
Redshank & curlew in wet meadows - unknown extent of remaining 
interest 

   
Brown Hare * Particularly in areas 6c and 6d 
   

Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

6a  includes saline inundation grasslands with populations of 
nationally scarce plants eg Alopecurus bulbosus, Bupleurum 
tennuissimum). 6d is part of area which forms stronghold for wild 
daffodil populations.  Also 6a has sole county location for Carex 
divisa. 

   
Dormouse * In ASNW woodlands 
Bats * Significant horseshoe bat roosts and important feeding habitats 
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Invertebrates 
 

* 
 

Important localities for remnant populations of Stag beetle and 
Noble Chafer (old trees and orchards 

Nightjar   
Woodland birds   
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DRAINED RIVERINE FARMLAND AND GRAZED SLATMARSH 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh 
 

* 
 

Floodplain grasslands adjacent to the tidal section of the estuary - 
some with brackish influence and associated ditch habitats 

Rivers and Streams   
Standing Open Water   
Wet Grasslands * inundation grasslands with winter flood regimes 
Species rich grasslands   
Farmland * mostly pasture 
   
Ancient Hedgerows * Locally eg AWRE peninsula important landscape features 
Woodland   
Wood pasture park & Veteran trees   
Lowland Heathland   
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards   
Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish   
Otter *? re-establishing populations 
Wintering wildfowl * Inundation areas used by range of duck and wading species 
Breeding waders * ? possible areas of residual interest 
Brown Hare   
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) 
 

* 
 

River bank and saline grasslands species include several 
nationally scarce species 

Dormouse   
Bats   
Invertebrates   
Nightjar   
Woodland birds   
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LITTORAL SANDS AND ROCK OUTCROPS 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

Internationally important estuarine habitats of mud, sand and 
rock (Severn Estuary SSSI, Ramsar, SPA and pSAC.  
Unique physiographical regime with 2nd highest tide in world 
(tidal bore) and extreme dynamics 

Rivers and Streams 
 
 

* 
 
 

Northern section of area more brackish/freshwater influence 
of River and number of freshwater tributaries throughout 
length 

Standing Open Water   
Wet Grasslands   
Species rich grasslands   
Farmland   
Ancient Hedgerows   
Woodland   
Wood pasture park & Veteran trees   
Lowland Heathland   
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards   
Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish 
 

* 
 

Important populations of shad, lamprey, salmon and eel - 
(Severn Estuary SSSI, Ramsar and pSAC features) 

   
Otter * Re-establishing population 
   
Wintering wildfowl 
 

* 
 

Important populations of wintering duck, geese, swans and 
waders - Severn Estuary SSSI, Ramsar and SPA features) 

Breeding waders   
Brown Hare   
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species)   
Dormouse   
Bats   
Invertebrates 
 

* 
 

Populations of intertidal invertebrates of high biomass and 
important as food for wintering birds populations. 

Nightjar   
Woodland birds   
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UNDULATING FARMLAND 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh   
Rivers and Streams   
Standing Open Water   
Wet Grasslands   
Species rich grasslands 
 
 

* 
 
 

Neutral and acidic/neutral grasslands some on steep 
slopes and often with hedgerow and scrub associations eg 
Clarke's Pool Meadow SSSI 

   
Farmland * Mixed pasture and arable 
   
Ancient Hedgerows * Throughout area 
Woodland   
Wood pasture park & Veteran trees   
Lowland Heathland   
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards   
Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish   
Otter   
Wintering wildfowl   
Breeding waders   
Brown Hare * ?  
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) * Rare sorbus hybrids on river cliffs at Gatcombe 
Dormouse   
Bats   
Invertebrates   
Nightjar   
Woodland birds   
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RIDGES AND VALLEYS 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh   
Rivers and Streams * Longhope Brook KWS 
Standing Open Water   
Wet Grasslands   
Species rich grasslands 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

Unimproved and semi-improved  and acidic grasslands often on 
steep slopes and associated with hedgerow and woodland edge 
habitats   Newnham Haie Bog KWS and 2 Bridges area 

Farmland * Pasture and some arable 
Ancient Hedgerows * Throughout area 
   
Woodland 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

ASNW and replanted ancient woodland  - some with significant 
historic context eg Flaxley, Welshbury and Chestnuts.  Remnants of 
original native cover of the Dean ?? - lime woods 

   
Wood pasture park & Veteran trees ? Some areas - resource not yet evaluated 
   
Lowland Heathland 
 

* 
 

Heathland and bog habitats at Wigpool common  with associated 
notable plant species 

Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards 
 

* 
 Particularly in areas 10a,10b and 10d on steep slopes 

Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish   
Otter * Longhope Brook 
Wintering wildfowl   
Breeding waders   
Brown Hare   
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) * Range of notable species on diverse habitats 
Dormouse * Throughout woodland areas 
Bats 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

Internationally important lesser and greater horseshoe breeding 
roosts (Dean Hall & Blaisdon Hall SSSI and cSACs)  and hibernation 
roosts (SSSI and cSAC) in mines at Wigpool and Edgehills 

Invertebrates 
 
 
 

* 
 
 
 

Deadwood invertebrates associated with orchard habitats (Gnorimus 
nobilis - Noble Chafer) and variety of invertebrates associated with 
heath/bog, woodland, grassland and scrub habitats. 

Nightjar   

Woodland birds * Range of typical birds of native and planted woodland 
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WOODED HILLS 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh   
Rivers and Streams   
Standing Open Water   
Wet Grasslands   
Species rich grasslands 
 
 

* 
 
 

Unimproved and semi-improved neutral to acid grasslands  often on 
slopes associated with woodland edges, hedgerows and orchards  
Glasshouse Orchards KWS 

Farmland   
Ancient Hedgerows * Throughout area 
   
Woodland * ASNW and planted AW , some with Silurian limestone influence 
Wood pasture park & Veteran trees   
Lowland Heathland *? Acid grassland and former heathland habitats at May Hill SSSI 
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards * Throughout area 
Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish   
Otter   
Wintering wildfowl   
Breeding waders   
Brown Hare   
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) * Area (also 15, 14, 6d , 11b) part of wild daffodil country 
   
Dormouse * Throughout woodland areas and hedgerows 
   
Bats * Breeding roosts and feeding habitats 
   
Invertebrates 
 

* 
 

Area includes important populations for Noble Chafer and Stag 
beetle 

Nightjar   
Woodland birds * Range of typical woodland birds 
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FLOODPLAIN FARMLAND 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh   
Rivers and Streams   
Standing Open Water   
Wet Grasslands 
 
 

* 
 
 

Floodplain grasslands with ditch habitats (Walmore Common SSSI 
and Ramsar SPA). The most important wetland meadow and bird 
site in the FOD 

   
Species rich grasslands * Inundation grassland and ditches 
   
Farmland * Pasture 
Ancient Hedgerows *  
Woodland   
Wood pasture park & Veteran trees   
Lowland Heathland   
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards * On steeper ground at flood basin edge 
Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish   
Otter   
Wintering wildfowl 
 
 

* 
 
 

Internationally important site for Bewicks Swan (SSSI and Ramsar 
SPA)and regionally important site for other wintering wildfowl and 
waders 

Breeding waders * Re-establishing wader populations ? 
Brown Hare   
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) 
 

* 
 

Nationally scarce plants associated with wet grassland and ditch 
habitats 

Dormouse   
Bats   
Invertebrates 
 

* 
 

Range of typical and notable invertebrate species associated with 
ditches.  Some orchards with Noble Chafer populations 

Nightjar   
Woodland birds   
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VALE HILLOCKS 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh   
Rivers and Streams   
Standing Open Water   
Wet Grasslands   
Species rich grasslands   
Farmland   
Ancient Hedgerows   
Woodland   
Wood pasture park & Veteran trees   
Lowland Heathland   
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards   
Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish   
Otter   
Wintering wildfowl   
Breeding waders   
Brown Hare   
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species)   
Dormouse   
Bats   
Invertebrates   
Nightjar   
Woodland birds   
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LOW HILLS & ORCHARDS 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh   
Rivers and Streams * River Leadon & tributaries 
Standing Open Water   
Wet Grasslands   
Species rich grasslands 
 

* 
 

Unimproved and semi-improved neutral grasslands (associated 
with hedgerow and orchard habitats) 

   
Farmland * Mixed pasture and arable 
   
Ancient Hedgerows * Throughout area 
   
Woodland 
 

* 
 

Includes Collinpark Wood SSSI - important ASNW lime wood and 
Ryton Coppice KWS 

Wood pasture park & Veteran trees   
Lowland Heathland   
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards 
 

* 
 

Throughout area - some with semi-improved grassland interest and
invertebrate interest 

Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish   
Otter * On River Leadow and its tributaries 
Wintering wildfowl   
Breeding waders   
Brown Hare   
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) * Red tipped Cudweed (BAP species) 
   
Dormouse * In ASNW 
   
Bats * Breeding roost locations 
   
Invertebrates 
 

* 
 

Potential orchard dead wood invertebrate interest - Gnorimus 
nobilis (Noble chafer)  ?? - research required 

Nightjar   
Woodland birds   
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UNDULATING HILL FARMLAND 
 
 

 
BAP HABITATS   
   
Estuaries & Saltmarsh   
Rivers and Streams   
Standing Open Water   
Wet Grasslands   
Species rich grasslands 
 
 

* 
 
 

Unimproved and semi-improved neutral grasslands often 
associated with woodland edge, hedgerow and orchard habitats.  
Daffodil meadows 

Farmland   
Ancient Hedgerows * Throughout area 
   
Woodland 
 

* 
 

Extensive ASNW and planted AW in north of area (Dymock Woods 
SSSI) 

Wood pasture park & Veteran trees   
Lowland Heathland * Remnants of heathland vegetation within Dymock Forest 
Limestone Pavement   
Old Orchards * Particularly in  south  - Gwen & Veras fields KWS 
Industrial spoil habitats   
   
BAP SPECIES   
   
G.C.Newt   
Farmland Birds   
Migratory fish   
Otter * On Ell Brook (tributary of R Leadon) 
Wintering wildfowl   
Breeding waders   
Brown Hare ?  
Vascular plants (Nat Scarce & notable species) * Part of a local stronghold of wildlife daffodil meadows 
   
Dormouse * Throughout woodland and hedgerow habitats 
Bats   
Invertebrates 
 
 

* 
 
 

Important invertebrate populations in Dymock Forest (Dymock 
Woods SSSI) - particularly woodland butterflies and moths 

Nightjar   
Woodland birds 
 

* 
 Range of typical species including Annex 1 Birds Directive species 
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BY DEFINITION – SAMPLE ANSWERS FROM WIDE RANGE OF RESPONSES 
T0 1256 QUESTIONNAIRES 
 
Those who thought of Forest of Dean as neither Statutory Forest or Local Council Area. 
 
The whole Forest of Dean , the woods, the whole area. I know Newent is in the FOD but think of it as 
Gloucestershire. Think of FOD as between rivers up to Mitcheldean. 
 
Deep feeling for the area not covered by geographical boundaries An area & feeling of belonging 
 
The Forest of Dean is a bigger thing than just the woods and the local government 
 
It means cycling to me and a lot of walking - a wooded area with a lot to offer 
 
Do you feel Part of FOD – NO – WHY? 
 
Because I don't live near the Forest itself. I have little reason to visit the forest. I feel much more part of 
Herefordshire and Gloucestershire 
 
It's not in the direction we tend to travel. We are on the edge and travel out 
 
Most of the people who I know, don't live, sound or act like Foresters so I don't myself. 
 
Because I live in Sedbury and I feel neglected 
 
Never consciously, although aware of the Forest of Dean due to being born around Tidenham Chase. 
 
Do you feel part of FOD? YES – WHY? 
 
Because it is part of my work area 
 
Because I've got loads of things to do in the Forest of Dean and I've got loads of trees in my back 
garden like they do and I like the countryside 
 
When we moved here we were made welcome and people I have met now think I'm a forester 
 
I was born here at the Dilke 
 
The small villages and community spirit. The uniqueness of the people- things like our dialect give us an 
unique identity and gel us together 
 
As much as a newcomer of ten years can feel! 
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Special – Place 
 
The countryside. The greenery of the countryside. Over here you're midway between the Wye and the 
Malverns, nice countryside and nice towns like Ledbury. Good access. Not necessarily nice towns in the 
forest itself. Coleford felt alright, not sure about Cinderford. 
 
Many contrasts. Mining areas and beauty spots. Top half nothing in common with industrial bottom. 
 
It's still relatively unspoilt - lots of green countryside, lots of walks. You can get away from the main 
roads, get peace and quiet 
 
I still find new things and new places even after living here for 20 odd years. That is something I really 
like.  As a general thing the trees are special, that’s central 
 
Mostly the beauty of the actual forest.  The little market towns 
 
The wonderful views from Littledean Hill Road. You can see Gloucester and the Severn. I like the wild 
woods - I don't like it when the trees are in lines, it looks wrong. All the bare patches of land where trees 
used to be that's wrong too. 
 
The landscape. Bream Cricket Club looking over towards Sling and its sunset. It's quite nice. Trees, 
light. 
 
The location, between the rivers an island between England and Wales. 
 
It's beautiful but not quaint. Rural, a bit robust. 
 
The whole concept of the trees, colour, landscape. It is scenic, contoured.  The natural beauty 
 
The trees and the wildlife and the insects. Evergreens. Birds, cuckoos, blackbirds, butterflies and ants, 
ladybirds and woodlice, rabbits, finding badger holes and footprints. 
 
 
What’s Special – People 
 
Strong local families, traditionally close knit community 
 
The independence which people feel, having a sense of their destiny more than urban people. 
 
It seems to be 30 years behind everywhere else. The friendliness of the people. It's more of a 
community than where we live in London. The community spirit of the place. 
 
The relaxed atmosphere, the friendliness of the people. 
 
The people are quite unique. They've got very set strong opinions and they won't always be budged by 
modern thinking. I don't think that's a bad thing. They're not easily persuaded or won over 
 
Because of the centuries of inbreeding the intelligence levels have separated into two categories which 
allows one to seek out more easily your own intellectual peers. Possibly coincidental that they are 
outsiders 
 
To be able to be alone. Everyone communicates. I'm very happy to have moved here. There's a better 
pace of life. People just live, respect who they are and what they are. I feel at home here. It's where I 
wish to be and where I'll stay, I love this place. People treat me with love and care 
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The independence of the people - this can often make them more tolerant of different groups of people. 
It can also make them intolerant - travellers get a better reception here. 
 
The outdoors is immediately there!  It's not twee and plushy like the Cotswolds. Real people going 
about real lives. 
 
The people and distinct culture - anti authority attitude. Strong sense of community. The industrial past 
has left a different 'set' of peopled, very different to the Cotswolds.. The mining culture has left a 
structure of social organisations - cricket, football, rugby, silver band, male voice choirs, village halls. A 
strong social network 
 
What’s Special – Process/Activities 
 
The views of the Severn, the waymarked paths. The variability of terrain unpopulated where I visit 
anyway. Good for walking. 
 
Lydney Docks - quiet there, bird watching, see life on the river. See the big ships going to Sharpness, 
see them in and out. 
 
Somewhere to go, in the woods, mountain biking with mates, take a scrambler up the woods 
 
Music scene, cycle and freedom, walking. 
 
Love the woods, scenery, walk for hours with dog, ride horse around forest. 
 
The beauty and solitude of the forest. I am a walker in the forest 
 
Music scene, cycle and freedom, walking. 
 
 
The diversity, there is so much to observe e.g. Sculpture Trail, ponds, cycling. No hassle parking. No 
traffic to get there. Can get lunch there. The plantation, specially the hardwoods. Barbecues 
 
What’s special – Past/heritage/rights 
 
Nice ancient trees. Oaks. Dean Heritage Centre. It's interesting to see the heritage of the forest and its 
history is educational. It's nice to see big old trees. Sculpture Trail. Picturesque, Puzzle Wood, schools 
trips. Railway. The ancient trees ! 
 
Brought up in Forest ways - drinking rough cider, sheep badging and eating what they grow or breed. 
 
Traditions. We still have carnival at Pillowell.   Whitecroft will have their football team. 
 
The oak trees. The nearest thing to ancient woodlands as it gets. Mixture of old trees. Old trackways 
and tramways. Lots of water and ponds. It joins onto the Wye Valley.  The history independent 
coalmines is quite interesting 
 
History in general. Grandfathers were miners, still working mines. King - Royal status 
 
Local brass bands and silver bands - Lydbrook are great. Local football club-Horrace played rugby, I 
watched soccer. Forest churches - the Forest Church, Harrow Hill and Mitcheldean. Forest Church 
congregation and its fabric is very welcoming. I am in favour of the sheep (not on roads) and freeminer 
traditions. 
 
The rights of access, the freedom to roam. 
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The feeling the whole land has been burrowed, tipped, mined, quarried and used. There are a lot of 
people with a long tradition of skills. You can probably find someone to do whatever you want in the 
forest, coming from generations of metalworking, mining, forging  - comes from having and being 
independent 
 
Special – Presence/Abstract 
 
Uniqueness - there is only one FOD, you can't compare it to anywhere else. 
 
The peace, tranquillity, the Wye and the Wye Valley. The beauty and peaceful nature of it. 
 
Its people, pace of life. A very special place. Its location, peace and quiet 
 
Being in and around what is a living organism whatever you do you are 'in' the forest. Continually 
growing and changing. 
 
The Forest itself – magical 
 
The free spirit of the forester, you haven't got to belong to any social clan. People are accepted on their 
own merits 
 
I think it's a bit mysterious 
 
Special – Access/freedom/space 
 
You can walk anywhere, you're not restricted, can walk to see no one except bloody cyclists 
 
Open access to all woods and fields (when no Foot and mouth) 
 
Handy for so many places. Handy for local attractions. Handy for daily life. Very accessible 
 
The beauty, the sense of freedom, large tracks of forest that you are free to explore and my children 
had that experience as they grew up. 
 
The ability to roam in open countryside, no restrictions. Not many places in this country where you can 
do that 




