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Draft Nature and Climate Emergency Strategy 
Theme: Energy 

The combined impact of the UK Energy system is responsible for over 80% of UK greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Reducing demand through energy efficiency remains a priority and there is also more scope for 
renewable energy generation throughout our district. This includes the support and growth of 
Community Energy, which allows residents, organisations and communities to get more involved in 
their energy future by understanding, generating, using, owning, and saving energy. 

FoDDC has been working alongside Gloucestershire Councils and key stakeholders to develop a 
Local Area Energy Plan which assesses the Gloucestershire energy system and maps out an 
effective path for decarbonisation by identifying infrastructure needs, a pipeline of projects for 
investment and coordinated action. 

Significant progress has been made throughout the district to progress action on energy, including 
the establishment of Forest Community Energy, the districts’ first community energy organisation, 
community solar projects delivered in partnership as part of the Forest of Dean Aurora Project; 
FoDDC grant funding to help community organisations and businesses install renewable energy 
and heating systems. 

Actions within this theme will target a reduction in energy demand, an acceleration in the 
deployment of renewable energy and low carbon heating and support the community energy sector 
as part of this transition. 

Aim/Actions Priority 

Aim EN01: A reduction in energy consumption, decarbonisation of heat and 
power throughout the district including the FoDDC Estate. 

EN01-01: FoDDC to support a feasibility study and pilot of a low carbon rural 
renewable heat network and assess the district wide potential application. 1 

EN01-02: FoDDC supports a review of and where possible reduction in street/night 
lighting energy consumption. 4 

Aim EN02: Improved community engagement to enable residents, communities 
and businesses to reduce energy demand and participate in a local renewable 
energy transition. 

EN02-01: FoDDC works with local communities to identify local energy needs and 
potential suitable renewable energy generation sites. 1 

https://www.fdean.gov.uk/
https://communityenergyengland.org/guidance/what-is-community-energy/
https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/documents/s110568/Local%20Area%20Energy%20Planning%20-%20CRB.090725.pdf
https://www.forestcommunityenergy.org.uk/
https://www.aurora-h2020.eu/fod-home/community-solar-investment/
https://www.aurora-h2020.eu/fod-home/
https://www.fdean.gov.uk/environment/climate-action/nature-and-climate-stories/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/climate-change-action/low-carbon-energy/community-heating/swaffham-prior-heat-network/about-swaffham-priors-heat-network
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/climate-change-energy-and-environment/climate-change-action/low-carbon-energy/community-heating/swaffham-prior-heat-network/about-swaffham-priors-heat-network
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/dark-sky-reserve-guidance-for-residents/
https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/park-authority/living-and-working/dark-sky-reserve-guidance-for-residents/
https://www.forestcommunityenergy.org.uk/future-energy-landscapes/
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EN02-02: FoDDC to explore the provision of low-cost finance for homeowners and 
businesses to invest in renewable energy and heat. 1 

EN02-03: FoDDC to identify and map large energy users in the district and support 
provision of decarbonisation and renewable generation advice. 4 

EN02-04: FoDDC to explore the potential for smart local energy systems, to support 
grid flexibility, and energy trading which can benefit local communities.  5 

EN03: Accelerate the delivery of renewable energy generation across the district 
and enable an evidence-led planning framework to support this. 

EN03-01: FoDDC meets regularly with key energy infrastructure stake holders (e.g. 
National Grid) to ensure energy infrastructure planning and delivery meets the needs 
of the district.  1 

EN03-02: FoDDC supports development of a pipeline of investible renewable energy 
projects in the district and seek funding and support from GB Energy and other 
investors. 

2 

EN03-03: FoDDC supports production of a districtwide assessment of rooftop solar 
potential and landscape scale renewable energy opportunities. 4 

Aim EN04: Strengthen the capacity and reach of Community Energy (CE) 
organisations and enable new community-led renewable energy projects. 

EN04-01: FoDDC supports establishment of a framework for partnership working with 
Community Energy groups to support growth in capacity, skills and project delivery. 1 

EN04-02: FoDDC assesses all council assets for renewable energy opportunities and 
identify potential for Community Energy led projects. 1 

EN04-03: FoDDC ensures that the Local Plan 2025-2045 supports the development of 
renewable energy including community owned energy and suitable sites for renewable 
energy development of renewable heat and energy schemes. 

1 

EN04-04: FoDDC provides Community Energy groups with access to relevant data, 
mapping tools and renewable energy studies to enable assessment and delivery of 
community led projects. 

4 

Aim EN05: District Wide energy monitoring, data analysis and reporting 
demonstrates a reduction in energy demand and growth in renewable energy 
generation. 
EN05-01: FoDDC trains Council officers and partners in the use of digital modelling 
and mapping tools for energy planning. 4 

EN05-02: FoDDC promotes the adoption of demand response, time of use / smart 
tariffs. 4 

EN05-03: FoDDC supports Town & Parish Councils with energy management and 
identify opportunities for joint working e.g. energy procurement, monitoring and 
reporting. 5 

https://naei.energysecurity.gov.uk/data/maps/emissions-point-sources
https://es.catapult.org.uk/tools-and-labs/our-place-net-zero-toolkit/smart-local-energy-systems/
https://www.gbe.gov.uk/express-your-interest
https://www.gbe.gov.uk/express-your-interest
https://solarwizard.org.uk/about-solar-wizard
https://solarwizard.org.uk/about-solar-wizard
https://www.forestcommunityenergy.org.uk/
https://www.fdean.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/what-is-the-local-plan/
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/7bab1b86aac54e97a3ff1d074948d102
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/should-i-switch-to-a-time-of-use-tariff/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/should-i-switch-to-a-time-of-use-tariff/
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